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(16693) Moseley! 

It is a great pleasure to be able to 
announce that at last our good friend 
Mr Terry Moseley of the IAA has been 
awarded an asteroid by the 

International Astronomical Union.   
I’m very glad to say that I had quite a hand in 
it, as it was I who suggested his name.  The 
asteroid, formerly known as 16693 1994 YC2 
was discovered by Dr David Asher  at  Siding 

Spring Observatory in Australia on December 
26th 1994.  It is on average 2.7 AU from the 
sun, and with an absolute magnitude of 13.5 is 
estimated to have a diameter close to 10 km.   
Terry, who was born in South Africa in 1946, 
has been a leading light  in Irish astronomy 
for many years, and in 2001 he became the 
first amateur to observe with the fully restored 
6-foot Birr telescope.  Many congratulations to 
Terry on this remarkable achievement from all 
his friends at EAAS!  
Dr Máire Brück Public Lecture a great 
success. 
We had almost a full house on September 12th  
for the Armagh Obs./EAAS public lecture by  
Dr Máire Brück from Edinburgh.  They came 

from all over Ireland, and as well we had some 
special visitors who were visiting Armagh 
Observatory attending a committee meeting of  
 
  L-R : Professor Mark Bailey,Dr MáireBrück,J.McConnell 
(Image courtesy of Miss Naomi Corrigan.)     

SALT, (South African Large Telescope).  I’m  
glad to say that they enjoyed both the dinner 
beforehand and the lecture.  All of the main 
astronomy clubs were represented, including 
the IAA, IAS  and even Astronomy Ireland by 
their chairman David Moore!  
Dr Brück was delighted when I presented her 
with an engraved Tyrone Crystal Armagh  
bowl to mark the occasion, on behalf of the 
Armagh Obs./EAAS. 
Upcoming Meetings. 
The next in the series of public lectures 
organized by the Armagh Observatory takes 
place on Sunday October 20th.  It is a joint 
meeting between them and the Armagh 
Natural History and Philosophical Society, 
and is being held in the Synod Hall at the 
Cathedral starting at 4pm.  As well as Brecht’s 
play “Galileo” there will be an up-to-date 
lecture by Dr Allan Chapman of Wadham 
College, Oxford.  Members are invited to 
attend, but tickets need to be booked from the 
Observatory, contact Aileen on 028 3752 2928 
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or ambn@star.arm.ac.uk 
Our next society meeting will be here in the 
school on Monday November 4th. when we 
have Mr John McFarland who will speak on 
“Meteors and the 2002 Leonid Storm’s?”.    
The Planets in October. 
Activity on the sun continues to be fairly high 
even though we are now well past maximum, 
with many big naked-eye groups still 
appearing from time to time.  We have already 
had a nice display of aurora at the beginning 
of September visible mostly across Europe and 
Scotland, though I did get a glimpse of it 
through gaps in the rain clouds!  Autumn can 
sometimes be the best time to see the aurora, 
so do keep an eye on the northern sky every 
clear night, you might just be rewarded with a 
nice display.  Also, I never make any apologies 
for reminding people to be extra careful when 
observing the sun.  ALWAYS, either project 
the image onto a white card or use safe filters. 
Mercury is nicely on display in the morning by 
mid-month.  Although the maximum 
elongation is only 18 °, the ecliptic is steeply 
inclined to the horizon, so the planet reaches a 
good elevation in the twilight.  In the 
telescope it will show a phase of about 50% on 
or near the 12th.  Between the 6th and 10th of 
October the planet brightens by about a 
magnitude as it gets higher and closer to Mars 
each morning attaining -0.1 on the later date.  
Also on this date it reaches a minimum 
separation of only 2.8° and can be found east-
southeast of Mars. 
Venus is interesting this month as it reaches 
inferior conjunction at months end, but passes 
nearly six degrees south of the sun.  Through 
a telescope it will show a thin crescent, and 
will be visible in daylight if you know where 
to look.  Be very careful though, not to let the 
sun drift into the field of view, or this could 
result in permanent blindness! 
Mars is now just about visible in the morning 
twilight, but is really at its dimmest 
(magnitude +1.8),being away on the other side 

of the sun almost at its furthest from the 
Earth.  Any surface features will be very 
difficult. 

Jupiter and Saturn are turning out to be the 
“jewels” in the autumn skies!  As the month 
begins, Saturn is well up by local midnight 
and as morning twilight begins it transits at 
about 60°.  On the 11th it comes to within 3¾° 
of the big star cluster M35 in Gemini.  The 
rings are still almost at their widest open, and 
will be a beautiful sight in even the smallest 
telescope, where you should be able to pick out 
the Cassini Division.  The Encke Division is 
more difficult and will require larger 
apertures.  
Jupiter will be getting better placed and by 
months end will be some 50° up at the 

beginning of twilight.  Early morning 
observation is never too popular and is only 
for the more dedicated, but the sight of Jupiter 
in the still morning air usually rewards those 
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willing to make the extra effort! In a 
telescope of only six inches many belts will be 
visible as well as the famous feature known 

as 

“The 

Great Red Spot” although in the last few years 
this has been a pale pink rather than red!  The 
four bright Galilean moons can be seen in a 
good pair of binoculars, though to view them 
transit the disk, and be occulted by the planet 
needs a larger aperture. 
Uranus and Neptune remain fairly well placed 
in the early evening in Capricornus, with 
Uranus less than a degree from 5th magnitude 
mu () and Neptune about a degree left (east) 
of upsilon ().  When viewed through a 
telescope, the planets do show a disk, albeit 
small one.  
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
    An Iridium Flare+ satellite on August 11 /12 August 2002.                  

The full Moon on the 20th will drown out the 
maximum of the Orionid  meteor shower.  But 

October is a good month to try and see the 
elusive Zodiacal Light.  You will need a 
perfectly dark location and moonless night as 
it is hard to spot.  As it is visible in the 
autumn in the early morning, the best time is 
probably the beginning of the month when the 
moon is out of the sky. 
There are a couple of ‘brightish’ asteroids 
visible this month.  1 Ceres was at opposition 
on October  4th. not far from eta (  ) Ceti at 
magnitude +7.6, and 15 Eunomia is at +8.3 
but fading to +8.6 by months end, and is not 
far from Xi (  ) Pegasi.  These can be picked 
out in good binoculars.  For the remainder of 
2002 the smaller asteroid  Melpomene will be 

in the same constellation as Ceres, and on 
October 11th should be visible in the same low 
power field of view.  Melpomene was at 
opposition on October 2nd. and at magnitude 
7.8 is virtually the same as Ceres.  While 
Melpomene is smaller at only 150km,its 
currently closer to the Earth, it also has an 
albedo (surface reflectivity) twice that of 
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Ceres.  Use the chart to try and find them.  
Also of interest this month is asteroid 1997 
XF11, which passes only 0.064AU from the 
Earth  on October 31st.  It should be brighter 
than 14th magnitude from October 29th to 
November 14th and is brightest a few days 
after closest approach. 
 
Bright Aurora of 2/3 October. 
On the night of 2/3 October a few of us were 
able to observe a nice display of aurora.  I was 
able to see it first about midnight because I 
was hampered by low cloud, but Tolis saw it 
from the Observatory at about 9pm.  It 
consisted of a vivid green band stretching 
right across the northern horizon, and every so 
often a great ray reached up into the Great 
Bear and beyond.  It was a good display and 
was widely observed from the United States 
being seen as far south as Arizona.  I tried 
some photographs but by 1am it had clouded 
over to 100%..... good job I put out that aurora 
alert by email the night before! 
Above is a beautiful image by John Russell 
from America showing the display, can you 
spot Orion left of centre? 
 
Until next month, good observing! 
 
John C.McConnell. 
 
www.eastantrimastronomicalsociety.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


