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“The Andrew Trimble Memorial        
Lecture” 

“Giant Comets.......” 
by 
 

Professor Mark Bailey 
Director, Armagh Observatory. 

Columbia Lost.                                                              

        The crew of the Space Shuttle Columbia who were lost.  

 
The Space Shuttle Columbia broke up on re-
entry on Saturday morning just a few minutes 
from touch down in Florida at the end of a 
sixteen day mission.  It started to have difficulties 
at 207,000 feet above Texas while still travelling 
at over 12,000 mph.  Debris has been discovered 
over three States, mostly in north and east Texas, 
and it is now certain that none of the crew 
survived.  Although it is too early to say for 
certain what happened, NASA officials have 
stated that the left wing lost hydraulic sensors, 
lost tyre pressure and experienced intense heat 
before the Shuttle broke up. This could have 
something to do with that piece of insulation that 
broke free and struck the wing during launch. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the families 
and friends of the crew at this time. 
 

 
 

Comet K-F Grazes Sun! Comet Kudo-
Fujikawa made its closest  approach to the Sun 
on January 29th. at just 0.19AU.  It will emerge 
in the evening sky for southern hemisphere 
observers during the first ten days of the month.  
It has been seen on the SOHO LASCO C2 and 
C3 images since January 25th. and below is an 
image from January 26th. when the comet was 
sporting a nice tail.   The comet can be seen near 
the top of the image, with the Sun hidden behind 

the occulting disk,  its size represented by the 
white circle at the centre. 
 
Mount Stromlo Destroyed by 
Fire.  Australia’s  National Observatory at 
Mount Stromlo near Canberra was destroyed by 
the bush fires that swept through the buildings 
on January 18th.  Up to six telescopes were 
destroyed including the 74-inch Grubb Parsons  
reflector, the famous 50-inch Great Melbourne 
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Reflector and 
the 9-inch 
Oddie 
refractor 
which was 
made by 
Grubb of 
Dublin.  The 
26-inch 
Yale/Columbia 
refractor 

(below), which came to the observatory from 
South Africa was also destroyed, as was the 
extensive astronomical library.  A laser-ranging 
unit with a 1-m telescope and a spectrograph 
worth about $5 million were destroyed as well 

 

Reception held for (16693). 
A reception was held at Armagh Observatory on 
January 15th. to honour Terry Moseley who was 
awarded an asteroid by the IAU last September.  
About fifty people were present made up from 
members of the IAA and professional staff and 
students from the observatory.  Terry received a 
number of gifts including a Tyrone Crystal 
Tankard engraved with the IAA emblem and 
Observatory Seal, plus framed images of the 
asteroid taken in Japan by Dr David Asher, the 
discoverer.  Following the official proceedings a 
hot buffet was enjoyed by all present.  Terry still  
has to come down following the excitement of 
what is a well deserved honour. Thanks are due 
to Mark Bailey and his staff for once again  
agreeing to host such an event at the observatory.    

 
Sunset Comet! 
Another comet is visible in the evening skies.  
This is (C/2002  V1) NEAT which was discovered 
on November 6th by astronomers using the 1.2-
metre reflector at Haleakala, Hawaii, as part of 
the Near Earth Asteroid Tracking (NEAT) 

programme.  It was then at magnitude 17, but 
during December it brightened quickly, leading 
to a suggestion that at perihelion  on February 
18th, it could become quite bright.  Currently, 
the comet can be seen in the west after sunset, 
just below the western half of the Great Square of 
Pegasus.  I observed it with 7 x 50 binoculars on 
the 29th January and made it magnitude 5.5, 
before the next door neighbour put on his 1000w 
security light!   Left is a nice image taken on 
January 27th by Rob Capon in America, and is a 
combination of 15 3-minute exposures through a 
120-mm f/5 richfield telescope. Sky & Telescope 
contributing editor, Stephen James O’Meara  
observing from his home on Hawaii notes that on 
the 26th it was clearly visible to the naked eye,  
we can only hope for some of his clear skies!  
Between the 15th and 21st of February it should 
be visible on the SOHO  spacecraft’s LASCO C2 
and C3 images as it passes within 10° of the Sun.   

 
Upcoming Meetings. 
Our next meeting here in the school is on 
Monday March 3rd when we have two speakers, 
EAAS Treasurer Jim Neill will give a talk TBA, 
and it is also our second “Beginner’s Night” of 
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the season, and Robert Hill of Armagh 
Planetarium is coming to give some of his 
expertese.  On Wednesday February 5th the IAA 
hold their next meeting at Lecture Room 5,  
at Stranmillis College, when they have Professor 
Tom Ray from Dublin speaking on “The First 
Stars Emerging From the Dark Ages” sounds 
intriguing!  it starts 7.30pm. 
 
 
 

The planets in February. 
Mercury is at greatest elongation West on the 4th 
but is a difficult morning object. 
Venus is still a morning object but is starting to 
get lower and fades away towards the end of the 
month. 
Mars was close to Venus but now pulls away in 
the morning skies, though it is far from 
prominent 
Jupiter was at opposition on the 2nd and is 
visible as soon as it gets dark low down in the 
ENE and is well placed all night.   Even with 
binoculars, try and pick out the four Galilean 
Moons and watch  them as they change positions 
over a few hours. 
Saturn too, is visible all night and is high up in 
the East from just after sunset.  The rings are still 
almost at their widest and are a beautiful sight in 
even the smallest telescope.  The moon is close by 
on the night of Feb 11/12th, and it is still close to 
the Crab as well. 
Uranus and Neptune are hidden in the glare of 
the Sun this month.  Pluto is a morning object 
and moves from Ophiuchus into Serpens.  It is 
just over a degree southwest of nu () Serpens, 
and is at 14th magnitude. 
Vesta is the brightest asteroid this month at 6.7 
in mid month, and is still a morning object in 
Virgo. 
Meteors, there are no significant showers in 
February. 
The Sun is now starting to wind down following 
maximum, and there have been fewer spots of 
late, but you never know when a big one will 

appear, so keep a watch out.  Remember, never 
look at the Sun directly or with any optical aid, 
you will blind yourself.  Use a safe filter or 
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project the image onto a card. 
 
Until next month, clear skies, 
 
John. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two nice images from James Adamson in 
Ballina Co.Mayo 


