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                       By 
 

Happy 80th Birthday 

Sir Patrick Moore!  
All the members at the EAAS wish Sir Patrick 
many Happy Returns for his 80th Birthday 
tomorrow the (4th March).  Patrick has been 
presenting “The Sky at Night” for the last 46 
years, and here’s to the next 46!  He is pictured 
above with your Chairman on the eclipse cruise 
ship “Monte Umbe” in June 1973,  just one of 
many meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            

Andrew Trimble and  Margaretta Dick. 

Trimble Lecture A Great Success.   
  l - r, JMcC, Robert Dick, Mayor Paul Girvan, Prof Mark Bailey. 

                       Photos  by  John Taggart Photography. 

In spite of the heavy snow on the evening, the 
Andrew Trimble Memorial Lecture was a great 
success with around fifty in attendance.  The 
meeting was also attended by various members of 
Andrew’s family including his daughter 
Margaretta and son Andrew and their families.  In 
a short address Mr Trimble said that he was 
touched by the high esteem in which the society 
held his Father, and also that they should name 
the lectures in his memory.  Mr Robert Dick, 
(founder) seconded this in his short vote of thanks 
to Professor Mark Bailey who gave the lecture.  
The Mayor of Newtownabbey, Alderman Paul 
Girvan gave great encouragement to the success 
of the local society which is playing a great part 
in bringing astronomy to the local community.  
Following the lecture a lovely supper was 
provided by Mrs Eileen Morrison wife of the 
founder Sandy Morrison, which was enjoyed by all 
the members and guests.  Our thanks must go to 
everyone who made it such a memorable occasion, 
and we look forward to holding the event again 
next year! 
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Another lovely image from Mark & Nigel, notice 
the Great Red Spot at lower right?  Also clearly 
visible are the numerous cloud formations in 
Jupiter’s upper atmosphere.  Notice also the way 
Jupiter is flattened at the poles because of the 
rapid rotation period, of roughly 10½ hours! 

Upcoming Meetings. 

Our next meeting here in the school is on Monday 
April 7th and is a lecture by Dr Mike Simms from 
the Geology Department of the Ulster Museum 
Belfast.  The title of his talk is “Meteorites and 
Extinction”.  And our last meeting of this season 
falls on Monday May 12th which is THE 
SECOND MONDAY, when we are having Mr 
John O’Neill from the IAS in Dublin.  His lecture 
is entitled “Great Comets of the 20th Century”, so 
do come and give your support!  Looking to the 
future somewhat, I have been trying to arrange a 
Planetarium/Telescope Day at the school 
sometime in June which would be held on a 
Saturday probably from about 10am to 5pm.  The 
idea is to have telescopes set up to view the sun, 
have planetarium shows, and short talks, so 
people can come and go throughout the day. So 
far, enthusiasm has been muted, so if we want to 
put this event on or something like it, I will need 
your support, I can’t do it alone!   If we do 
manage to put it on Mayor Paul Girvan has 
promised he will come and officially open it for 

us.  Just think of the publicity we could get from 
such an event. 

The Planets in March. 
The sun’s activity is now really on the decline 
with few spots visible, in fact the other day I could 
only see one spot.  But, as I have said so often, 
there does not have to be big sunspot activity to 
cause aurora, all it takes is one good solar flare. 
Remember, never look at the sun with either the 
naked eye or any optical aid even when it is near 
the horizon as it will cause severe damage or at 
worst blindness. 

Mercury is not well placed for observation this 
month, though it may just be glimpsed by early 
morning risers towards the start of the month.  
You can though, observe it in daylight but you 
will need a telescope fitted with an equatorial 
mount or with go-to features, again the best time 
is during the first week of the month. 

Venus  isn't well placed either although being 
about 40° elongation from the sun, its southern 
declination puts it low down in the morning 
twilight.  The crescent moon is close by at the end 
of the month, and on March 12th and 28th, the 
planet passes Neptune and Uranus respectively. 

Mars is rising a little earlier and by the end of the 
month rises before three a.m.  It reaches its most 
southerly declination of the apparition around 
mid month, when it is in Sagittarius.  The first 
magnitude planet is unmistakable and the only 
rival is Antares some 25° to the west.  Its apparent 
size in increasing, but at around seven arcseconds 
in diameter it will still be difficult to observe.  The 
moon passes close by on March 25th. 

Jupiter is excellently placed for observation this 
month in Cancer.  Even the smallest telescope 
will show some detail, and if you observe over a 
period of time you will see the features change 
because of the rapid rotation.  The most famous of 
these is the Great Red Spot, (see image opposite) 
which is a great anticyclone which has been 
raging for about 300 years! 

Beautiful Saturn is still well placed in the 
evening and again even the smallest telescope will 
show the rings, which are still at their widest 
open.  The apparent size of the planet is shrinking 
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as its distance from the Earth increases, however, 
it remains near 0 magnitude.  The largest moon 
Titan is bright enough to be seen in binoculars.  

Uranus and Neptune remain very low down in the 
dawn sky this month.  Pluto is in the morning sky, 
lying within a degree of nu (   ) Ser.  At 
magnitude 14 it is within reach of a 20cm 
telescope, though only keen enthusiasts  will get 
up early to observe it.  

There are no significant meteor showers during 
March.  Comet/2002 X5 (Kudo-Fujikawa) emerges 
from solar conjunction into the evening sky 
around mid month.  It is now fading but should be 
a binocular object as it moves northeast through 
Eridanus, Lepus, and moves into Orion at the end 
of the month.  

Asteroid 4 Vesta is technically visible to the naked 
eye this month, but is a morning object in Virgo. 
(See separate sheet for details courtesy of John 
McFarland). 

Another interesting phenomena that members can 
watch out for is the “full Moon terminator”.  I 
saw this effect on the 16th February, and we will 
have another good chance of seeing it on March 
18th at 10.35UT.(the time of actual full Moon).  
As we all probably know, “true” full Moon can 
only occur at the time of an eclipse, and at every 
other full Moon a little bit of “terminator” can 
usually be seen somewhere around the limb.  
Sometimes this effect is greater than others, as on 
the 16th February when the Moon was 5.0° north 
of the antisolar point, when a good portion of the 
southern limb features could be seen half filled 
with shadow.  This figure is 4.6° on March 18th, 
when the south pole is again turned in our 
direction.  Watch also how near the northern limb 
the crater Plato moves as a result! It is not 
important, but interesting to see, so why not try to 
photograph it and send in your results. 

For Sale. 
Meade LX10 Series EMC 8" SC, wedge, RA Drive, 
Super Plössl 26mm eyepiece, 6 x 30 finder, users 
manual, sturdy tripod, original packing case, two 
years old, £900. Contact: John McFarland on 028 
9237 522928. 

Helios “Startravel” 102 refractor with eyepiece 

and equatorial mount, great scope on the Moon 
and planets, £180 ono. Contact Sam Lyttle. 

Bresser Lyra 70mm refractor, ETI Tripod, no 
drive, three eyepieces 4, 8, 20mm, 5 x 24 finder 
and 2x Barlow,  18 months old, £120 ono. Contact 
the Chairman for details. 

Comet NEAT Rounds the Sun. 
Comet Neat during its perihelion passage round 
the Sun between 2003/02/17 @ 11.54 to 

2003/02/19 @ 22.54.  Notice the big CME on the 
third image.     Images Courtesy of the SOHO 
Team. 

Until next month clear skies! 

John. 


